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WHY 


dollars 
and  sense. 


JESSE  WHITE 
Secretary  of  State 


ILLINOIS  MEANS 
BUSINESS 

Illinois’  economy  has  never  been  better. 
Unemployment  is  at  an  all-time  low  and 
businesses,  especially  small  corporations,  are 
booming  in  the  face  of  prosperity. 

As  Secretary  of  State,  it  is  my  responsibility  to 
encourage  new  and  existing  Illinois  businesses 
to  incorporate  in  their  home  state.  A  growing 
number  of  these  companies  are  choosing  to 
incorporate  in  Illinois  to  keep  their  corporate 
matters  closer  to  home  and  because  the  cost  of 
doing  business  here  is  much  less  than  if  they 
incorporate  in  another  state. 

This  brochure  contains  information  about  incor¬ 
porating  in  Illinois  and  provides  contacts  for  other 
resources  throughout  the  state  to  help  your  busi¬ 
ness  get  started  on  the  road  to  success. 

Please  feel  free  to  contact  my  office  about 
incorporating  in  Illinois.  I  look  forward  to  serving 
your  business  needs. 

JESSE  WHITE 
Secretary  of  State 


Getting  Started 

Before  you  begin  doing  business  in  Illinois,  you 
must  decide  what  type  of  business  structure  you 
want  your  company  to  incorporate  as.  You  may 
want  to  consult  an  attorney  or  an  accountant  for 
assistance  in  determining  which  one  best  suits  your 
needs. 

Types  of  businesses  include:  sole  proprietorship, 
general  partnership,  limited  partnership,  limited 
liability  partnership,  limited  liability  company,  “S” 
corporation  or  “C”  corporation.  Contact  the  follow¬ 
ing  for  your  specific  type  of  business: 

SOLE  PROPRIETORSHIP 

Contact  your  local  county  clerk’s  office  to  register 
under  the  Assumed  Name  Act.  Sole  proprietors 
must  have  FEINs  if  they  pay  wages  to  one  or  more 
employees  or  file  any  pension  or  excise  tax  re¬ 
turns,  including  those  for  alcohol,  tobacco  or  fire¬ 
arms. 

LIMITED  LIABILITY  COMPANY  (LLC) 

LIMITED  LIABILITY  PARTNERSHIP  (LLP) 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
Department  of  Business  Services 
359  Howlett,  Springfield,  IL  62756 
217/524-8008 

LIMITED  PARTNERSHIP 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
Department  of  Business  Services 
357  Howlett,  Springfield,  IL  62756 
217/785-8960,  TDD:  217/782-0238 

“S”  CORPORATION 
”C”  CORPORATION 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
Department  of  Business  Services 
328  Howlett,  Springfield,  IL  62756 
217/782-6961,  TDD:  217/782-0238 


WHY  ILLINOIS? 


Illinois  a  winner  on  the 
corporate  playing  field 

Incorporating  in  your  home  state  is  more  attrac¬ 
tive  than  ever.  Provisions  to  the  Illinois  Business 
Corporation  Act  allow  for  greater  flexibility  in  the 
payment  of  dividends  and  other  distributions  of 
Illinois-based  companies. 

The  Act  also  places  limits  on  the  personal  liabil¬ 
ity  of  corporate  directors,  making  incorporating 
in  Illinois  even  more  enticing.  Statutes  that  im¬ 
prove  protection  of  a  corporation  against  a  sur¬ 
prise  or  unwanted  takeover,  or  change  of  con¬ 
trol,  also  are  in  place  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Illinois  promotes  a  healthy  business  climate 
through  numerous  public  and  private  support 
agencies. 

The  Home  Advantage 

AVOID  CORPORATE  FRANCHISE  TAXES 

A  business  located  and  incorporated  in  Illinois 
does  not  have  to  pay  additional  corporate  fran¬ 
chise  fees  as  charged  by  some  other  incorporat¬ 
ing  states,  resulting  in  substantial  savings  up  front 
and  in  future  years. 

REDUCED  LEGAL  COSTS 

Illinois  businesses  may  avoid  thousands  of  dol¬ 
lars  in  legal  and  administrative  costs  associated 
with  maintaining  corporate  affairs  in  two  states. 


BETTER  SERVE  THE  INTERESTS 
OF  EMPLOYEES,  SHAREHOLDERS, 
INVESTORS  AND  CLIENTS 

Illinois  businesses  that  incorporate  in  their  home 
state  have  more  control  over  corporate  affairs. 
They  enjoy  more  flexibility  and  can  better  protect 
the  interests  of  their  employees,  shareholders,  in¬ 
vestors  and  clients.  An  Illinois  company  that  in¬ 
corporates  here  also  can  participate  more  effec¬ 
tively  in  the  evolution  of  the  corporate  laws  under 
which  it  operates. 

Name  Your  Business 

CHOOSING  A  CORPORATE  NAME 

Under  the  Assumed  Name  Act,  an  Illinois  business 
with  a  name  that  is  different  from  the  owner’s  full 
legal  name  must  be  registered  with  the  local 
county  clerk’s  office,  regardless  of  the  type  of 
business  structure. 

PROTECTING  YOUR  NAME 

You  may  wish  to  obtain  a  trademark,  servicemark 
or  tradename  for  your  business  so  that  no  one 
else  can  use  the  name.  For  more  information, 
contact: 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
Department  of  Business  Services 
Trademark  Division,  328  Howlett 
Springfield,  IL  62756,  217/524-0400. 


For  more  information 

Secretary  of  State  Department  of  Commerce  and 

Department  of  Business  Services  Community  Affairs 

217/782-7880  Small  Business  Division 

312/793-3380  217/524-5856 

www.cyberdriveillinois.com www.commerce.state.il.us 


First  Stop 

Business  Information 
Center  of  Illinois 
800/252-2923 

www.commerce.state.il.us 


We  Want  You 
To  Succeed 


Illinois  has  a  strong  network  of  support  agencies  to 
help  you  succeed  in  the  corporate  world. 

ILLINOIS  DEPARTMENT  OF 
COMMERCE  &  COMMUNITY  AFFAIRS 

The  department  manages  a  network  of  local  Small 
Business  Development  Centers,  Procurement 
Technical  Assistance  Centers,  Small  Business 
Incubators,  the  Office  of  Minority  Business 
Development  and  the  Office  of  Women’s  Business 
Development.  Call  800/252-2923,  (TDD)  800/785- 
6055. 

SMALL  BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATION 

The  SBA  offers  educational,  financial  and  train¬ 
ing  programs  and  advisory  services  as  well  as 
several  publications.  Specialized  programs  for 
women  business  owners,  minorities,  veterans, 
international  trade  and  rural  development  also  are 
offered.  Contact:  SBA,  500  W.  Madison,  Rm. 
1250,  Chicago,  IL  60661,  312/353-4528,  (TDD) 
312/886-5108;  or  511  W.  Capitol  Ave.,  Ste.  302, 
Springfield,  IL  62704,  217/492-4416,  (TDD)  312/ 
886-5108. 

SMALL  BUSINESS  WORKSHOPS 

Tax  information  for  new  and  existing  small 
business  owners  is  provided  at  workshops 
conducted  by  the  IRS,  Department  of  Revenue, 
Department  of  Employment  Security,  Social 
Security  Administration  and  the  Small  Business 
Administration.  Contact:  Small  Business 
Coordinator,  230  S.  Dearborn,  Chicago,  IL  60604, 
312/886-7802;  or  320  W.  Washington,  Springfield, 
IL  62701, 217/527-6366,  (TDD)  800/829-4059. 
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